Lesson 20
The Judgeship of Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon
Judges 10:6 – 12:15
· Questions

1. Who did the Israelites serve after the death of Jair and who did they not serve (10:6)?
2. How did the Lord feel toward Israel and whom did he send to punish Israel (10:7-9)?

3. What did Israel confess to the Lord and what change did they make (10:10-16)?

4. What did the children of Israel ask for and why (10:17-18)?

5. What was Jephthah’s family background and why did he run away from them (11:1-3)?

6. What condition had to be met before Jephthah would return and lead his people (11:4-11)?
7. What reason did the king of Ammon give for invading Israelite territory (11:12-13)?

8. What history lesson did Jephthah give concerning why Israel possessed the land of the Ammorites (11:14-22)?

9. What questions and charge did Jephthah bring against the king of Ammon and did the king listen to Jephthah (11:23-28)?

10. What vow did Jephthah make if the Lord would grant him victory over Ammon (11:29-33)?

11. Who came out to meet Jephthah after his victory over the Ammonites and did Jephthah keep his vow (11:34-40)?
12. What was Ephraim’s complaint against Jephthah and how did Jephthah respond (12:1-3)?
13. What was the result of Ephraim’s complaint (12:4-6)?

14. How long did each of these men judge Israel: Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon (12:7-15)?

· Digging Deeper

1. Where are Philistia and Ammon located (10:7)? Where are Gilead and Mizpah located (10:17)?

2. Why did the Lord say he would not save Israel from the Ammonites (10:13) and then turn around and save them (11:32)? What caused the Lord to change his mind (10:15-16)?

3. Where is the land of Tob located (11:3,5)?
4. Where in the OT is Jephthah’s reference to history found (11:14-22)? What are the four arguments Jephthah uses to support his claim to the land (11:14-22; 11:23-24; 11:25; 11:26)?
5. What was “Chemosh” and where else in the OT do we read about it (11:24)?
6. Where had Ephraim complained to one of the judges on a previous occasion (12:1)? 

· Applications for Today

1. No man can serve two masters (10:6; Mt. 6:24; Rom. 6:16).

2. The Lord is angered and grieved over the sinful trouble of mankind (10:7,16; Mt. 23:37-38).

3. Sin brings troubles, distress and misery to the people who commit it (10:9,16; Prov. 13:15).

4. Our journey back to God begins with confession (“We have sinned”), followed by repentance (“And they put away the foreign gods”) (10:10-16; Lk. 15:18-21; Acts 2:37-38; 8:22-24; Jas. 5:16; 1 Jn. 1:9). The fruits of repentance lead to change (10:16; Mt. 3:8; Lk. 3:8).
5. “What man is he that will begin to fight?” is a good question for us to ask ourselves today as we battle the Devil (10:18; 2 Sam. 10:12; 1 Cor. 16:13).

6. The Lord can use people from all walks of life in his service (11:1; Acts 10:34-35).

7. The Lord is the Judge of all the earth – the Judge of judges (11:27; Gen. 18:25).

8. We must be careful not to make rash vows and when we make a vow we must be careful to keep it (11:30,39; Lev. 27:1-33; Deut. 23:21; Eccl. 5:1-7).

9. Unnecessary complaints among brethren can lead to needless division, in-fighting, and loss of life (12:1-6; Gal. 5:15).

10. Our speech identifies who we are (12:6; Mt. 26:73; 1 Pet. 4:11).

